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Clackmannanshire Biodiversity Partnership

Steering Group
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 4th December 2008
Attendance:  
Dick Clark (CFSS, CVS, Chair)

Euan Hills (Clacks Ranger Service)




Guy Harewood (LBAP Coordinator)

Carolyn Deasley (SNH)

Dennis Toon (Devon Angling Association)

Liz Lavery (BSBI)

Roy Sexton (SWT)



Iain Fraser (SAC)


Gwenda Diack (Stirling Ranger Service)



Audrey Morrison (CSET)

Betty Roy (CFSS)

Apologies:
Yvonne Boles (RSPB)
Niall Urquhart (Clacks Council)

Cliff Henty (BTO/SOC)

Chris Stark (FCS)

Craig Macadam (Buglife)

Cllr Carrick

Item 1 – Introductions and apologies

The group welcomed the following new members;

Liz Lavery of the Botanical Society of the British Isles who is the recorder for the West Perthshire, which includes Clackmannanshire. 
Iain Fraser, Senior Agricultural Consultant with the Scottish Agricultural College.

Gwenda Diack, Stirling Ranger Service attended the meeting to observe the functioning of the group as she has recently accepted the biodiversity responsibilities within Stirling. 

Craig Macadam of Buglife has accepted an invitation to join the group but apologised that he would not be able to make this meeting.

Cliff Henty of the BTO/SOC has resigned from the group. All members would like to minute their thanks to Cliff for all the time and effort he put into the group over many years. 
Item 2 – Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 
No issues where raised in relation to the minutes of the previous meeting.

Item 3 – BARS and LBAP Progress Report
GH - All progress on the Clacks LBAP has been entered into BARS. This information will contribute to the 2008 UK BAP reporting round as well helping to measure progress towards UK targets as part of Countdown 2010. The progress made towards the actions in the Clacks LBAP compares favourably with other LBAPs, with approx 60% of actions either partially or fully completed. This information is contained within the LBAP Progress Report that will be published in early 2009 to correspond with the public consultation on the LBAP review.
RS - BARS has a number of issues that mean that information on progress is being adequately collected and collated. The LBAP itself can also lead to the idea that work is being undertaken and actions completed when this is not the case.

DT - LBAPs have in the past been pessimistic documents that have also been unweildy and difficult to monitor.

GH - Agreed with these points but suggested that they be accepted and that the partnership work to produce a new LBAP that will be more realistic, easily monitored and implementable. We have to consign these problems to the past and look to learn from these mistakes so they are not replicated in the future. 

GD - When the new LBAP is agreed training on BARS should be arranged for those with the responsibility for inputting data. This could be done jointly with Stirling. 
Item 4 – LBAP Review
GH - The SEA process for the review of the LBAP is underway. A scoping report is being produced that will be submitted to the relevant consultation authorities before Christmas. The process is running approximately one month behind schedule but hopefully this time can be regained throughout the rest of the review process.
CD - Ensure that the size and level of detail within the Environmental Statement (ES) for the SEA is proportionate to the LBAP. Keep the ES a manageable size. It would also be advisable to include the LBAP Progress Report as part of the ES to provide information on the background and baseline of the revised LBAP.

Item 5 – Biodiversity Website (live link)
GH informed the group that due to a shortage of preparation time the live link to the biodiversity website was not possible at this meeting. This item will remain as a standing item on the agenda and will be covered at the next steering group meeting. 
Item 6 – Update on Biodiversity Projects
GH - Fish go to School - 8 schools (9 classes) are participating in the project this year. The majority of the funding is being provided by the Education Department and the River Forth Fisheries Trust. 

The total cost of the project is £7825. Cost to the partnership = £865. 
Biodiversity Calendar - A record number of entries were received from a total of 17 primary schools. Winners have been chosen and the calendar sent to the printers. 8000 copies will be printed and distributed to all primary and nursery pupils within Clacks, as well as libraries and Council Access Points.

Total cost to the partnership = £1980.

5 barn boxes have been installed with funding received from the Clacks & Stirling Environment Trust. A further 5 boxes will be installed by March 2009.
Total cost to partnership = £0.
Discussions ongoing with Fife Council regarding a joint Integrated Habitat Network Survey and with RSPB regarding the Black Devon Wetland site. 

GH - The Ochils Landscape Partnership (LP) application has received funding for the second stage of their project proposal. This funding will enable them to work up project ideas in greater detail over the next year. A number of biodiversity projects are included in the LP bid and over the coming months a clearer picture will emerge of how and when these projects will be implemented and on the potential input required by the partnership.
DT - What representation is there on the LP steering group relating to the River Devon.

Action GH: Ascertain representation on LP steering Group. 

GH - Proposed project to identify and promote veteran and ancient trees within Clacks is being discussed. The project may lead to a photo “competition” and the inclusion  of images within the 2009 Calendar.

Item 7 – Round the table update
DT - The report resulting from the Clyde River Foundations fish surveys of the River Devon and Black Devon is due in the near future. The survey work identified an anomaly in the area of the Fossoway Bridge, where a number of salmon smolts were found.  As this area is not accessible to wild salmon an investigation is being carried out

RS - The Forth Naturalist & Historian (FHN) was originally a collaborative venture between Stirling University and the Central Regional Council. It is now run mainly by academics at the university and needs support. It is an invaluable source of biological information and is the only real means to record, archive and share this information at present. The FNH needs more people to purchase the booklet and to submit articles and survey information for inclusion. The FNH hold an annual symposium at which amateurs and professionals meet to discuss and learn about the ongoing work in the area. Professionals tend to be under-represented at these events.

ALL - Agreed that the FNH is a valuable document and that the partnership will endeavour to support the FNH in the future. 

IF - The SAC are beginning to get to grips with the new Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) especially as it relates to agri-environment schemes. Interest is beginning to grow amongst farmers and landowners but no applications have been submitted from Clacks.

EH - No update on sale of Gartmorn Dam. The bird hide has been made secure and there are no plans to replace it until the ownership of the dam is resolved. The rangers event leaflet for 2009 is in production and due to be published in early 2009. The rangers have also been working with the Clyde River foundation on the practical aspects of the FGTS release days and pond dipping.  

AM - A proposal is to be submitted to the LEADER programme to fund an Himalayan Balsam control project on the River Devon and to look at providing education to school pupils on invasive weed species. The CSET is also seeking applications for practical conservation projects in Clacks and Stirling. The next meeting of the CSET board is 4 March 2009 with a deadline for funding applications in February. 

GD - Forth Valley GIS have been commissioned by Stirling Council and SNH to undertake a needs analysis for the provision of a biological data sharing centre. FVGIS are due to complete the first stage of this project by the end of the year with a report due by Christmas.

RS - As a member of SWT and FNH would like to question Stirling and Clacks Councils as to how they plan to meet their obligations under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 without a biological data centre to provide the baseline information upon which environmental decisions can be made. 

GD - Once the report has a been published the Council's position on the matter will be made much clearer. No approach should be made until this report has been published. 
DC - Alloa Golf Club have agreed in principle to provide an area that will be set aside to become a wildflower meadow. 
RS - Within the golf course there is an area where the greater butterfly orchid can be found. Need to determine whether or not this is within the area in question.

DC - The Alloa Golf Club also have an old orchard within the course and said that they would be interested in a project that would restore some/all of the orchard. DC has been in contact with John Hancock of the Children's Orchard Project in Glasgow who is willing to assist/advise us on this project.

RS - Stirling Castle Apples originate from Causewayhead and could be incorporated into the project.

CD - Tayside are working on orchard projects and links could be made.

GD - Forth Environment Link are seeking orchard projects.

DC - A meeting has been arranged with Diageo for 11th Dec to discuss potential projects on their land. DC and GH will attend. 

DC - Met by chance Yvonne Boles who was very optimistic regarding the Black Devon Wetland Project.

GH confirmed that the land ownership information had been provided by the Council's legal department and has been passed to RSPB. The project will be discussed at the January meeting of the RSPB's Scottish Reserves Management Team. 

Item 8 – Any Other Business
DC - Sir Robert Stewart would like to attend our next meeting to gain an insight into the work of the group. All agreed that Sir Robert will be invited to our next meeting.
Action DC: Invite Sir Robert to next meeting. 
DC - Circulated a letter from Julie Hamilton in response to the letter from the partnership regarding the future funding of the biodiversity coordinator post and projects.

ALL - Thanked DC for submitting the letter and for his continued efforts to clarify the situation. 

DC - Thanks from Chair to GH for passing on Craig Macadam's “Petition” for the Scotland-wide provision of biological data management services and to those who electronically signed it in support.

Item 9 – Date of Next Meeting

Not agreed at meeting.

Suggested date - Thursday 12th March at 2pm.
