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Clackmannanshire Biodiversity Partnership

Steering Group
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 9th September 2008
Attendance:  
Dick Clark (CFSS, CVS, Chair)

Euan Hills (Clacks Ranger Service)




Guy Harewood (LBAP Coordinator)



Elaine Cameron (EnviroCentre)



Yvonne Boles (RSPB)
Carolyn Deasley (SNH)

Cliff Henty (BTO/SOC)

Dennis Toon (Devon Angling Association)

Chris Stark (FCS)

Betty Roy (CFSS)

Enid Trevett (CVS)
Apologies:
Ian Fraser (SAC)

Niall Urquhart (Clacks Council)

Tony Seymour (FWAG)

Claire Templeton (Alva Glen Heritage Trust)

Item 1 – Introductions and apologies

DC recommended that Audrey Morrison of the Clackmannanshire & Stirling Environment Trust (CSET) be invited to join the group. All agreed.
Action GH: Invite Audrey to join the steering group.
Item 2 – Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 
DT has discussed with Audrey Morrison the possibility of CSET funding for control of Himalayan Balsam along the River Devon.
Item 3 – Confirmation of priority projects for coming year (July 08 - June 09)
DT – Following agreement at the last steering group meeting the Devon Angling Association commissioned the Clyde River Foundation (CRF) to implement some of the recommendations relating to fish surveys, of survey of the River Devon and Black Devon 2006. Surveys have been completed for 9 sites on the River Devon and 4 sites on the Black Devon. Work has also been undertaken to look at the genetics of juvenile salmon.
Total cost of this project = £3000. Cost to partnership = £1000. (£1000 from DAA and £1000 from Forth Rivers and Fisheries Trust).
Biodiversity calendar project will be taken forward. 

Total cost of this project = Approx £2000.

Fish go to School - the group agreed to contribute towards this popular project. Funding has been received from the Council's Education Department and from the Forth Rivers and Fisheries Trust. These funds will allow 5 schools to participate and cover approx 75% of the costs. These funds will be supplemented by up to £1200 of biodiversity funds depending on the number of schools who wish to participate in the project.
Total cost of this project = up to £5000. Cost to partnership = up to £1200.
Continuation of the BOOLS project, in partnership with the Central Scotland Raptor Group, will enable the ongoing monitoring of the barn owl boxes erected as part of the BOOLS project, as well as erecting some more boxes.

Cost to the partnership = Minimal as the project is funded by the CSET. However, some contribution may be required towards travel expenses of non-Council workers involved.
GH - Discussions are underway with Fife Council and the Fife Coast & Countryside Trust to commission an Integrated Habitat Network Study that will cover Fife and Clackmannanshire. At this stage costs have not been discussed but a contribution from the biodiversity budget may be required. 

YB - Requested that potential habitats to be included in the study are agreed by the partnership prior to commencement of study.

Cost to partnership = unknown at this time.

GH - Following the decision of the partnership to discontinue with the working groups a suggestion was made that a Clacks Biodiversity Forum being established. The Clacks Community Plan contains an action to establish an Environment Forum. 
Action GH: To ascertain whether these 2 fora could be complementary and look to establish Clacks Biodiversity Forum in this coming year.
EC - Forum could follow the successful model of the Clyde Forum which involves biodiversity and business interests.
Cost to partnership = unknown at this time.

EH - Replacement of the bird hide at Gartmorn Dam will not take place within this financial year. Ideally the ownership of the Dam will be resolved prior to work commencing.

As mentioned at our previous meeting, discussions will continue with ACE who may wish to fund future biodiversity projects, particularly:

· Replication of Tayside bumblebee project 

· A joint project to promote butterflies/sparrows in Tayside and Clacks
· Aspects of the Golf Course project

· Interpretation panels for Bobby's Bank at Gartmorn Dam.
Other projects that will be pursued this year but that have no financial implications for the partnership include:
· Wildflower meadows/floral lawn in or near urban areas
· Clackmannanshire Walking Festival

· Promotion of the Ancient Tree Hunt
· Update of the Clacks Biodiversity Partnership website
· Newt surveys of wetlands within Clackmannanshire.

GH - The potential Forth Invertebrates Project with Buglife will not go ahead as they will not accept funding from Shell. An alternative project idea will be worked up and submitted to Shell for consideration.

DC - Suggested that Diageo may be interested in supporting a project related to rivers.

Action DC: Contact Diageo to determine level of interest in supporting such a project.
Item 4 – BARS (Biodiversity Action Reporting System) and UK BAP Reporting
GH - The majority of partners involved in the Clacks LBAP have reported progress on LBAP targets and actions over the last 5 years. The results will be compiled into a 'LBAP Progress Report' and published in October. The report will show that approx 60% of LBAP actions have been fully or partially completed, which compares favourably with other LBAPs. The report will also highlight some of the key achievements and some of the problems of the LBAP over the last 5 years.
This progress report will mark the end of the current LBAP and begin the review process that will produce a revised LBAP with actions for the next 3-5 years.

EC - LBAP progress report is an important aspect of furthering biodiversity progress. It provides an opportunity to show what has been achieved in Clacks and to show other areas what can be achieved. Suggested that a site visit be arranged to welcome the new CEO of the Council and raise the profile of biodiversity work within the county.

Item 5 – Biodiversity Website (live link)
All agreed that, with a few minor adjustments, the new website should go live in conjunction with the publication of the LBAP Progress Report. Additional items including a 'wildlife diary', guidance to homeowners and links to SNHi and designated site details will be incorporated in the near future.
CH - Pointed out that the CBP website is not the only source of information on the internet for biodiversity in Clackmannanshire. Care will have to be taken that these other sources of information are also up to date. 
NOTE: Prior to the website going live the following works will be completed by the Council's web manager.
· Addition of SNH and CBP logos in place of ladybird and badger pictures at base of homepage. 

· Contact details of GH to be incorporated into base of each page.

· Pictures to be added to each page.

Item 6 – LBAP Review 
GH circulated a proposed timetable for the review of the LBAP (attached at end of these minutes). The process will run alongside the required Strategic Environmental Assessment of the LBAP. The process will take approximately 12 months.
Item 7 – Update on Biodiversity Projects
GH informed the group that the LIFE+ CATCHMENT application had been unsuccessful. The intention is to resubmit in 2009. There is also the possibility that a number of actions from the LIFE+ bid can be implemented through the Ochil's Landscape Partnership bid should it be successful.
DC - Asked that the minutes record the compliments of the partnership to GH for his work in putting together the LIFE+ application.

YB provided a brief update on the Black Devon Wetlands. Positive discussions are ongoing with the Council and with the Earl of Mar & Kellie. 
Item 8 – Round the table update
DT - The CRF have completed their survey work on the River Devon and Black Devon.
ET - CVS have been successful in obtaining £10,000 from the BBC for the Delph Pond. These funds enable the reinstatement of footpaths around the pond and compliment the enhancement works undertaken within the pond by the partnership and the local community.

Item 9 – Any Other Business
None
Item 10 – Date of Next Meeting

TBC. Not agreed at meeting.

Provisional Timetable for review of Clackmannanshire LBAP.

This timetable has been produced to enable the production of a reviewed LBAP to run simultaneously with the SEA process. 

The Environment Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires that an SEA be completed for any plan, policy or strategy that is likely to have significant impacts upon the environment, whether these impacts are positive or negative. The completion of SEA for the LBAP will fit with Best Practice and ensure that the LBAP is integrated into other relevant plans and policies within for Clackmannanshire and the wider region.

	Month
	

	Oct 08
	· Publish progress report for current LBAP.

· Submit SEA screening report for LBAP review. Allow 28 days for  response.

	Nov 08
	· Submit scoping request to consultation authorities. Allow 5 weeks for response.

	Dec 08
	

	Jan 09
	· Gather information for production of Environmental Report for SEA. This report will detail environmental problems within Clackmannanshire. 

· Produce document for public consultation on 'biodiversity issues'.

· Carry out public consultation on 'biodiversity issues'.

	Feb 09
	· 

	Mar 09
	· 

	Apr 09
	· Pull together information for Environmental Report (ER).

· Produce ER.

· Prioritise actions to tackle problems highlighted in ER.

· Priority actions to form basis of LBAP.

· Produce Draft LBAP.

· Gain agreement from Lead Partners for Actions Plans.

	May 09
	· 

	Jun 09
	· 

	Jul 09
	· Submit ER to consultation authorities. Allow 8 weeks for response.

· Public consultation on Draft LBAP and ER.

	Aug 09
	· 

	Sep 09
	· Incorporate comments and produce Final Draft LBAP.

· Public consultation on Final Draft LBAP.*

	Oct 09
	· Adopt reviewed LBAP.*


* Dependent upon outcome of initial consultation on Draft LBAP and the number of objections or comments received. If major changes made to Draft LBAP then a longer consultation will be needed on the Final Draft LBAP.
