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Clackmannanshire Biodiversity Partnership

Steering Group
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 12th March 2009
Attendance:  
Dick Clark (CFSS, CVS, Chair)



Joe McCauley (Diageo)

Euan Hills (Clacks Ranger Service)




Guy Harewood (LBAP Coordinator)

Dennis Toon (Devon Angling Association)

Elaine Cameron (EnviroCentre)

Claire Templeton (Alva Glen Heritage Trust)

Liz Lavery (BSBI)

Roy Sexton (SWT)



Iain Fraser (SAC)



Audrey Morrison (CSET)

Chris Stark (FCS)

Enid Trevett (CVS)

Bob Tevendale (Historic Scotland)

Sir Robert Stewart

Apologies:
Carolyn Deasley (SNH)



Yvonne Boles (RSPB)
Betty Roy (CFSS)

Niall Urquhart (Clacks Council)

Craig Macadam (Buglife)

Item 1 – Introductions and apologies

DC opened the meeting by thanking JM and Diageo for hosting the meeting and suggested that from this point onwards the minutes of the previous meeting should be proposed and seconded.

Minutes proposed by DT.

Minutes seconded by IF.

The group welcomed the following new members;

Joe McCauley of Diageo, who is the Risk Co-ordinator for Diageo's central sites. His remit includes ensuring the conservation and, where feasible, the enhancement of biodiversity within Diageo land.

Bob Tevendale is the Interpretation - wildlife and ranger service officer with Historic Scotland. As a public body HS have a biodiversity duty under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. Bob is working with local groups to record any priority species and habitats present on HS land. 

Item 2 – Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 
CS - FCS have an ongoing orchard project that could be implemented in Clacks. This was discussed later in the meeting. 

DT - Relating to Item 7, the report by the Clyde River Foundation is due to produced soon. 

Item 3 – Diageo Presentation

JM gave a brief overview on Diageo and the work that it undertakes to protect the environment, specifically under its Diageo Planet initiative. The presentation highlighted the serious approach that Diageo takes to protecting the environment at a global and local scale. Diageo work to identify opportunities for conservation and enhancement of biodiversity within and around their sites. JM concluded by stating that if Diageo can be of any assistance to the CBP then please let him know.

DT - Will Diageo be involved in the Forth River Basin Management Plan consultations?

JM - Yes, if approached to do so.

DT - Will Diageo look to correct historical uses on rivers relating to industry?

JM - Those decisions would be case specific and it is difficult to determine without details. Diageo would not avoid any issues. Diageo have funding available through the Diageo foundation.
RS - Delighted to be here. SWT mange Cambus Pools which is on Diageo land. Can JM provide details of land ownership around the pools area as the opportunity exists to undertake some management that would be beneficial to wildlife.

JM - Will ascertain land ownership and forward information to GH. 


Action JM: Pass details of Diageo land ownership to GH.
Item 4 - LBAP Progress Report & LBAP Review
GH - Circulated a draft copy of the 'Clackmannanshire Biodiversity Action Plan - Progress Report 2003 - 2008'. The text has changed but the layout is the same. The report will be produced by the end of the month and made available via the website. Only a small number will be printed. The report will also aim to generate public involvement in the process through a number of questions posed in the document. It is hoped that this will help with the creation of a 'production group' to take forward the creation of the revised BAP.
GH - The scoping report for the BAP SEA was submitted in December 09. Comments from the consultation authorities have been received and will be incorporated into the SEA environmental report. The comments were all positive. The BAP review timetable has been changed to provide more time for public consultation and participation. The date for the production of the final BAP has been moved from October 2009 to April 2010. The exact format for conducting this review has not yet been established. It will have to be decided through consultation with the CBP and with contributors to the original BAP. 
DT - Suggest that one to one meetings be held between GH and members of the CBP as required for BAP review. These individuals can then consult/invite to participate others as needed.
GH - Many LBAP's are being reviewed at present or have recently been reviewed. A lot can be learned from the processes that were undertaken and the content/structure of the final LBAP's. The Western Isles have recently completed the review of their LBAP and have decided to focus in on only a handful of habitats, each of which will have only 3 actions and 3 targets. The Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park (LLTNP) have also just produced an LBAP. This document has only costed projects as its actions for the next 3 years. These actions will undergo annual review to ascertain progress and reassess priorities if required. 

DT - Agreed the need for annual review of progress and priorities.

DC - A traffic light system could be employed to highlight the progress towards actions and where targets are not being achieved.

JM - Diageo employ a traffic light system to monitor progress.

RS - LLTNP BAP was written with a distinct lack of consultation and only included projects that would have happened anyway. For Clacks we need to ensure greater public involvement and consultation from the beginning, long before any plans are produced.
DC - BT and JM have both commented that the existing Clacks BAP is a good document and has been helpful to them both. 

LL - LLTNP missed a chance to highlight species that are of local importance. We should make sure to include some species that people can connect with and see regularly.

JM - SWT, SEPA, SNH had huge input into Diageo Risk Assessment work. They produced plenty of lists of species and habitats but did little work to prioritise these findings. It would be useful if the Clacks BAP could provide priorities.

EC - Is it possible to get flora lists solely for Clacks and to incorporate these into the revised BAP?
LL & RS - Flora lists have been produced for VC 87 which corresponds roughly to Clacks. Work is ongoing to prioritise the species within this list.

RS - First priority for the LBAP should be to list and record rare plants.

LL - BSBI has a disc of records for VC 87.


Action LL: Pass disc of records for VC 87 to GH.
EC - Isle of Man biodiversity officer records as she travels around the island. Could be done here.


Action EC: Contact Isle of Man BO for more information.
Item 5 – Biodiversity Website (live link)
GH - Provided the group with a quick overview of the new CBP website. The site is basic at present but will evolve throughout the BAP review process with the aim of adding new functions and being fully functional when the final BAP is produced.
DT - Will option exist for CBP members to submit info to be added.

GH - Yes, in time. The website is being done through our communications team but is not a priority for them. This means that the works get completed when time allows. To date the team have been very helpful but this may not always be the case.

EC - Does the expertise exist within the Council to add these features.

GH - Possibly, although it depends upon the final functions we decide to add. 

JM - It may be possible for Diageo to help by providing technical expertise not available within the Council.

Item 6 – Update on Biodiversity Projects (refer to Update Paper March 09)
Black Devon Wetlands & Proposed Wind Turbines
GH - Circulated a map of the Black Devon Wetlands, showing the area of interest to RSPB and the adjacent area for proposed wind turbines. RSPB are still very keen to progress and submitted information on the site to their Scottish Reserves Management Team at a meeting in February. More information was requested and this will be submitted in April. If this goes well they will proceed to their Land Acquisitions Group and then to the chairman for consent, with the aim of beginning lease negotiations in May.

GH - Partnership for Renewables, a company 51% owned by the Carbon Trust and 49% by HSBC, have been in consultation with the Council to erect up to 4 wind turbines on the restored landfill site at the Black Devon Wetlands. At present PfR have permission to undertake studies required to ascertain the viability of the proposal and identify environmental issues. 

RS - Rhys Bullman at SNH has produced guidance on windfarms and bird sensitive areas, which is on the web in map form. 
Integrated Habitat Network Study
GH - This work will be commissioned in financial year 09/10.

Catchment Project - SNIFFER, LEADER, LIFE+. Landscape Partnership
GH - A number of different initiatives exist that are working for similar targets. The projects listed here all include works with the potential to enhance river ecosystems through various means.
Ranger Events 2009
EH - Circulated the latest draft of the Ranger Events Leaflet 2009.

JM - Happy to promote these events within Diageo, especially through local newsletters and updates which go out at regular intervals. A Scottish newsletter is produced weekly.

AM - Himalayan Balsam control event has been organised.

DT & DC - Thanked AM for organising the event to help to tackle this issue.

AM - Also informed the group that the Clacks & Stirling Environment Trust had provided funding for a number of CBP projects including BOOLS and Bobby's Bank, and that this was possibly not highlighted as much as it should be. 

Ancient Tree Hunt & Photo Competition
GH - Explained that the Alloa Advertiser were keen to assist with promotion of this project, hence the presence of their photographer. 

DT - Suggest that Woodland Trust are given the opportunity to be involved.

Cowpark Pond & Delph Pond - Breathing Places
ET - Applications to the BBC for Phase 4 funding have been submitted for both sites. A decision is expected by the end of April. Clackmannanshire is one of 7 Scottish counties that involved with the BBC's 'Year of Action' and through this they will promote all conservation activities within Clacks. We are also the only county to have a BBC employee assigned to us. There may be information included in a future edition of the Radio Times. 

LL - How have species for planting at Delph and Cowpark Ponds been chosen?

ET - GH has assisted.

LL - Willing to help with selection of suitable plant species.


Action GH: Send list of chosen species to LL for comment. 
Golf Course Project

GH - Awaiting a formal meeting with Alloa GC representatives. Has informed the green keeper that the first step in any meadow creation project will be to survey the area to see what is present.
LL - Willing to assist with surveys from May onwards.

DC - Also an old orchard within the GC grounds, with possibly one or two plums tree remaining, as well as an old curling pond. 
CS - Tayside have an orchard action plan within their BAP and are running some successful orchard projects that could well be replicable in Clacks.

DC - There is an old orchard behind Carsebirdge House on the Diageo site.
JM - Will arrange access for the group to assess the site should they wish.

LL - Also willing to look at these old orchard sites.

CS, EC & RS - Also interested in site visit.

Action GH: Contact Alloa GC to organise visits for LL, RS, DC, EC & CS.
Item 7 – Round the table update
EC - The Climate Change Fund exists as a potential source of funding, with £27.4 million available over the next 3 years. It is primarily concerned with reducing carbon emissions but these projects could also have biodiversity benefits. The fund is only open to community groups and charities. www.infoscotland.com/climatechangefund

     - Working to establish a Scottish Green Roof Forum. CIRIA are due to publish guidance on green roofs for schools. 

LL - Will work with RS to devise plant lists and priority plants for inclusion in the Clacks BAP. Also involved with making Kinrossshire plastic bag free.


Action GH: See if contact exists within Clacks Council for similar initiative. 
RS - PLANT group exists and has undertaken several botanical surveys included of Alva Glen.

CT - Alva Glen heritage Trust will not be organising the Alva Glen Illuminations this year as they have decided to concentrate on implementing environmental projects.

RS - Thanks to AGHT for the works they have completed within the glen to date. 

EH - The Fish go to School project is coming to its conclusion for this year with the rangers involved in the pond dipping and release days. No update on the purchase of Gartmorn Dam. Otter survey planned for end of March.

DT - Can the results of the otter survey be shared with the CBP.

GH & EH - Yes. The results will be complied and shared with the group.

EH - Would like to incorporate water vole surveys into the otter survey. Are there any known sites in Clacks for water voles?

EC - Meadowhill has historical records of water voles.

IF - FWAG Scotland have ceased to exist. No agreement has been reached as to who will undertake their work in the future. SAC may be given this responsibility.
RS - What happens to unfinished FWAG projects?


Action GH: Pass new contacts for FWAG officers to RS.
IF - The likelihood of SRDP funding for environmental applications is not good due to a lack of funding. Suggestion that priority is being given to applications that include designate sites and are collaborative. 90% of applications within our area do not fit these criteria. RSS payments come to an end in 2009 and farmers may not be keen to apply to SRDP to continue these projects.

CS - The SRDP forestry funds are healthy and FCS would encourage applications to SRDP for woodland projects.

SRS - What happened to the Red Squirrel Group?

GH - The group does not meet at present due to lack of interest amongst members. There is a growing interest in red squirrel recording in Clacks and this may lead to the group reforming in the future. 

RS - Mel Tonkin of the Scottish Squirrel Survey is giving a talk next month to the SWT Stirling and would like records for this area which is under-recorded.


Action GH: Circulate squirrel survey website with minutes and deliver Clacks survey cards to RS and SRS.
AM - The next deadline for applications to the Clacks & Stirling Environment Trust is 8th May.

ET - The Open Green Map project (web-based green mapping) has received LEADER funding. Clacks is involved in the BBC Year of Action. BBC will promote any conservation projects or activities within Clacks.


Action ALL: Forward details of any activities to ET. 
DT - River monitoring in 2006 showed that the Roughcleugh Burn was biologically dead. This was thought to be due to discharges from the old mine site at Solsgirth. This land is being developed and remediated. However the 2008 survey data shows that the burn is still dead. DT would encourage GH to look at the site and inform SEPA.

Action GH: Check with SEPA for information on the burn and inform of our data.
Item 8 – Any Other Business
DC - Update regarding future funding of the biodiversity coordinator post and biodiversity project budget. As a result of correspondence and meeting with Julie Hamilton, Clacks Council, it now looks as though the biodiversity coordinator post is secure for at least the next year or two. The provision of a project budget has not yet been determined but a decision will be made by the end of the financial year. 
Item 9 – Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 11th June at 2pm.

Venue to be confirmed as the meeting will include a site visit. 
